
 
 
 

 
 

 
25th January 2021 in Parliament, three written questions were answered: 
 
 
Question 1: 
 
Wera Hobhouse (LD, Shadow Leader of the House of Commons) asked the Secretary of State 
for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, whether he plans to review the decision to close golf 
courses during the covid-19 lockdown period announced in January 2021. 
 
The Sports Minister replied: Sports and physical activity are incredibly important for our 
physical and mental health and are a vital weapon against coronavirus. 
 
On Monday 4 January, the Prime Minister announced a national lockdown and instructed 
people to stay at home to control the virus, protect the NHS and save lives. The National 
Restrictions are designed to get the R rate under control through limiting social contact and 
reducing transmissions. Therefore, indoor and outdoor sports facilities must close. 
 
Government decisions on reducing the current restrictions will be based on scientific 
evidence. We are continuing discussions with representatives from the sport and physical 
activity sector about the steps required to reopen indoor and outdoor sports facilities as soon 
as it is safe to do so and will update the public when possible. 
 
 
Question 2: 
 
Helen Hayes (Labour, Dulwich and West Norwood) asked the Secretary of State for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport, what discussions he is having with Cabinet colleagues on 
supporting (a) tennis outdoor courts, (b) running tracks, (c) golf courses and (d) other outdoor 
sports facilities through the covid-19 outbreak; and what his timescale is for enabling those 
facilities to safely reopen. 
 
The Sports Minister replied: Sports and physical activity are incredibly important for our 
physical and mental health and are a vital weapon against coronavirus. 
 
On Monday 4 January, the Prime Minister announced a national lockdown and instructed 
people to stay at home to control the virus, protect the NHS and save lives. The National 
Restrictions are designed to get the R rate under control through limiting social contact and 
reducing transmissions. Therefore, indoor and outdoor sports facilities must close. 
 
Government decisions on reducing the current restrictions will be based on scientific 
evidence. We are continuing discussions with representatives from the sport and physical 
activity sector about the steps required to reopen indoor and outdoor sports facilities as soon 
as it is safe to do so and will update the public when possible. 
 
Government has provided unprecedented support to businesses through tax reliefs, cash 
grants and employee wage support, which many sports clubs have benefited from. 



 
 
 
 
Question 3: 
 
Lord Moynihan (Conservative) asked Her Majesty's Government what plans they have to 
publish the evidence on which they based their policy to only allow two-ball golf matches to 
be played during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
DCMS Minister Baroness Barran replied:  Sports and physical activity including golf are 
incredibly important for our physical and mental health and are a vital weapon against 
coronavirus. 
 
On Monday 4 January, the Prime Minister announced a national lockdown and instructed 
people to stay at home to control the virus, protect the NHS and save lives. The National 
Restrictions are designed to get the R rate under control through limiting social contact and 
reducing transmissions. All decisions made by the Government relating to the pandemic and 
sport have been based on advice and guidance from health and scientific experts. We have 
no plans to publish the evidence for individual decisions relating to specific sports. 
 
You can continue to exercise alone, with one other person or with your household or support 
bubble. This should be limited to once per day, in a public outdoor place and you should not 
travel outside your local area. You should maintain social distancing. Indoor and outdoor 
sports facilities, including golf courses, must close. 
 


